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Mayte Jannell Garcia, fond memories of Wieshaden High ¢ 607

By Dennis K. Bohannon ey,
DoDDS-Europe Public Affairs

Several DoDDS-Europe alumni have
worked their way to fame. A 1991 graduate of
H.H. Arnold High School, Mayte Garcia, has
become a star in her own right - renowned for
song, dance, television and the silver screen.

Mayte Jannell Garcia enjoyed early
successes as a dancer. She mastered ballet, tap,
jazz, flamenco hip-hop, and belly dancing.
Following graduation she joined and married the
artist known as Prince. She appeared in several
music videos and in live stage performances with
the New Power Generation. She cut her own
album “Child of the Sun,” and has appeared in
numerous films and television shows. She has
guest starred on TNT’s “The Closer,” FX
Network’s “Nip Tuck,” and NBC’s “Las Vegas,”
among dozens of appearances on music video
shows. Her movies include “Fire House Dogs”
and “National Lampoons TV — The Movie.”
Last August it was announced that Garcia would
play a role in “Charlie Wilson’s War,” appearing
opposite Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts.

Before stardom, Garcia spend six years
attending DoDDS-Europe schools in Germany
and studied ballet in the Wiesbaden Stats
Theater. But, she says the city, the school,
History class, and the experience of living
overseas has meant a lot.

“| can tell you that being a part of going
overseas with my family has brought out so much in me,” Garcia said. “I loved the walk down in Wiesbaden,
especially during Christmas when the little kiosk's were out on the street and they had Gluhwein, which I didn't
know was wine, and waffles with chocolate on them.

“My favorite hang outs were the movie theater where | would drive by and get a bucket of popcorn on
my way home from ballet class and go the apartment where I lived on Florida Strasse on the 2nd floor.

“During school, I would go to the food court across the street from the school. I would have a slice of
pizza, sometimes fries. Then | would get the gummy bears that | would eat during my History class,” Garcia
recalls.

Garcia also recalls some of the “teen” hardships of being removed from the States. “I would sit (in our
apartment) and watch our one channel and sometimes German TV. Believe me, we only had one channel. There
was no MTV Europe, VHL, no satellite radio, or Internet when I was there. | know how kids feel being so far
away from the malls, Star Bucks, the every day things that we all live and do in the U.S.” Nonetheless, she said,
“| feel blessed to have lived there for six years and it's something | will always cherish.”

Pt comtesy o A rtorarrizoy 5 o0 o0mr

-30-



	By Dennis K. Bohannon
	DoDDS-Europe Public Affairs


