IDENTIFICATION PROCEDURES

Purpose

The purpose of identification in the gifted program is to find students whose potential and/or performance is so extraordinary that they require differentiation in their instructional program.

Goals

· Locate and recognize students in grades K-12 with extremely strong learning profiles in the areas of:

· Intellectual ability

· Academic achievement (general or specific)

· Use multiple criteria for eligibility and specific procedures that acknowledge the variety of ways and environments in which students manifest giftedness.

The School Gifted Review Committee

A Gifted Review Committee is formed at each school to facilitate the identification process.  Membership consists of at least three representatives selected by the principal.  Members should include those with expertise in general gifted characteristics and behaviors, and knowledge of the intellectual and academic areas being considered. Members generally serve for one school year and may be reappointed the following year.  The chairperson of the committee may be the gifted resource teacher or another school educator selected by the principal.

The Gifted Review Committee receives and considers referrals on a regular basis throughout the school year.  Transferring students should be considered as soon as possible after the transfer.  Other referrals should be considered on a quarterly basis, at a minimum.

STEPS IN THE IDENTIFICATION PROCESS

1. Referral of students for consideration by the Gifted Review Committee will be completed through:
· Screening - Available TerraNova data on students are used to find likely candidates for gifted program services. Screening never excludes a student from consideration in the identification process. Students not referred through screening may be referred through nomination.
· Information from testing records of transferring students may indicate achievement similar to those students with high TerraNova scores. These students should also be considered.

· Nomination  - Individual students are recommended by professional staff members, parents/guardians, or through self-nomination. No qualifying test scores are required for nomination.
· Transfer Records  - Students whose records from schools outside of DoDEA indicate eligibility for a gifted program are recommended for immediate review.
2. Assessment of each referred student is completed with parent or guardian permission.
3. An eligibility decision for each candidate is made through a review of the student’s assessment profile.
4. Determination of gifted program services for eligible students is the decision of the Gifted Review Committee.
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