Gifted Education Guidelines for Ability Testing

The Naglieri Nonverbal Abilities Test (NNAT) and the InView Cognitive Abilities Test may be used in DoDEA schools in the process of identifying students for gifted education services. These assessments of ability may support the data received from other measures such as rating scales, anecdotal information, observations, performance assessments, and tests of achievement. 

The ability tests are never used as a single source of data for identification. The Gifted Review Committee at each school must use the following guidelines for ability testing: 

1. An ability measure must not be used as a single criterion for eligibility.  Results of ability measures must be used in conjunction with other measures such as observations, narratives, rating scales, records of achievement, accomplishments, and/or performance. 

2. Ability tests are useful when additional information about a student’s strengths is needed to guide Gifted Review Committee decision making.  Ability tests are administered on a case-by-case basis. 

3. An ability test is not a required component in the identification of students for gifted education services. 

4. No specific score on an ability test may be required for identification.

5. Eligibility decisions are made student-by-student.  Students are not compared one to another. 

6. Individual student ability testing results from nationally normed assessments other than the InView and the Naglieri should be considered when such information is readily available.  This is useful when students transfer from another school district where a different ability test has been given. 

7. Ability test results older than two years should be considered with caution. 

8. Observations of student performance coupled with information from parents and others who know the student well should be the primary data sources for identification in these grades. 

9. A student’s eligibility for gifted education services is based on a documented need for modifications in the student’s instructional program to ensure continuous academic challenges and supporting services. 

10. A student may be administered one of two ability tests, the Naglieri (NNAT) or the InView. Selection of the particular test to be administered should be based on an understanding of the features of each test. 
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