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1. The Learning Environment/Atmosphere   

	Standard

	The learning environment promotes a sense of belonging and respect, positive social interactions, and clearly defined expectations.  For example, pictures and materials in the room reflect the children’s families and communities, materials are grouped for shared use, and information regarding routines, schedules, and responsibilities are posted at child’s eye level.  The children function efficiently and can make choices in a safe environment.    


 2. Classroom Furniture  

	Standard

	Classroom furniture meets child safety guidelines and is organized to provide comfortable work areas, safe traffic flow, allows appropriate supervision, and a place for individual belongings.  The environment has been adapted for children with disabilities.


3. Classroom Materials 
	Standard

	A variety of developmentally appropriate materials (concrete, real, and relevant to children’s lives) are available in sufficient quantities relating to class size and will encourages initiative, active exploration and sustained involvement. Materials are organized, safe, labeled, maintained, and are accessible to children.


4. Print-Rich Environment  
	Standard

	Students have access to a wide variety of books and other types of printed material. These materials are displayed at the child’s eye level and dispersed around the room. The classroom contains environmental print displayed at the child’s eye level that encourages students to read meaningful signs, posters, and labels.  Student-generated print is evident.


PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT (Continued)

5. Interest Areas  
	Standard

	A wide and flexible variety of interest areas, work places and spaces are provided, used, and well defined.   Areas encourage and motivate independent learning for children who may work alone, in small groups, or  to meet as an entire group.  


6. Diverse/Cultural Responsive Materials  
	Standard

	Materials consistently reflect difference and similarities among people and the cultural make-up of the class.


7. Children’s Safety within the Environment  
	Standard

	Teachers provide age appropriate supervision that allows for children’s increasing responsibility and supports children’s risk taking behavior within safe boundaries.  For instance, children routinely move independently throughout their environment.  Teachers anticipate and prevent situations in which children might be injured.  
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INTEGRATED AND APPROPRIATE CURRICULUM
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1. Diverse/Culturally Responsive 

	Standard

	Teachers utilize children’s experiences and the cultural diversity of the children and the community to plan an integrated curriculum.


Considerations for planning a diverse/culturally responsive curriculum may include but are not limited to:

· Linguistics (books, media, visuals, spoken language exposure)

· Field trips

· Integration with host nation

· Props for Centers

· Children selected themes


· Student displays

· Student artifacts

· Community resources

· Family presentations

2. Curriculum Content 

	Standard

	Teacher plans and arranges developmentally appropriate activities based on adopted curriculum standards. Considerations for planning may include but are not limited to: spontaneous play, discovery learning, projects and daily living situations.
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INTEGRATED AND APPROPRIATE CURRICULUM (Continued)

3. Constructing Integrated and Appropriate Curriculum 

	Standard

	Curriculum content is integrated so children develop an understanding of concepts and make connections across subject areas. Integrated curriculum incorporates children’s emerging interest and ideas. Time is not a limiting factor. Considerations for planning may include but are not limited to…


Broad based themes


Projects


Play

· Other learning experiences




4. Motivation and Guidance 

	Standard

	Teachers design plans that draw on children’s curiosity and desire to make sense of their world to motivate them to become involved in interesting learning activities. Activities and curriculum are relevant to the needs and interest of children and are based on curriculum standards. 


5. Best Practices

	Standard

	Teacher designs curriculum based on developmentally appropriate practice and adopted DoDEA standards.


6. Development and Learning

	Standard

	Teachers are knowledgeable about the continuum of development and learning for children in each content area. Teachers adapt instruction for children who are ahead of or behind the developmental expectation .
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CLASSROOM INTERACTIONS AND DISCOURSE

[image: image10.wmf]
1.  Student Interactions 

	Standard

	Teachers plan opportunities for students to collaborate throughout the day.


2.  Accepting Differences/Student Point Of View

	Standard

	Students are accepting of others’ differences.  They appreciate and respect similarities and differences among people.


3. Accepting Differences / Teacher Point Of View

	Standard

	Teachers are respectful and inclusive of students’ differences (i.e. race, gender, ethnicity, body type, and/or disability).


4.  Student / Teacher Reflective Discussion

	Standard

	Students engage in reflective discussion (summarizing, making inferences, and drawing conclusions on what has taken place in an activity) with teacher facilitation.


5.  Student talk  

	Standard

	Students initiate conversations with the teacher.  The teacher provides a balance of both teacher / student initiated talk.


6.  Teacher interactions

	Standard

	Teachers consistently encourage children to share experiences, ideas, and feelings and listen to them with attention and respect.


INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
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1. Presentation of Information 

	Standard

	Teacher consistently presents information in multisensory ways (i.e. visual, auditory, kinesthetic with regard to multiple intelligence’s) based on knowledge of students’ individual learning styles.


2. Student Involvement

	Standard

	Teacher actively engages all students in the learning process through activities relevant to individual students’ backgrounds and experiences.  Adequate time is provided for reflection, interaction, and student input.


3. Active Participation 

	Standard

	All students openly share thoughts, feelings, and backgrounds relating personal experiences to the content. All students are actively manipulating and responding to their peers and their learning environment.  All students are provided opportunities to solve problems and explore learning in various social and physical settings.


4. Learning Environment 

	Standard

	Teacher and students work together and/or individually in varied and flexible groups throughout the day based on student need and learning experience.  Composition of groups is flexible and temporary. Students have opportunities to create their own groupings or work independently.  Movement is not restricted.


5. Design of Learning 

	Standard

	Teacher and students design a learning environment with adequate space, appropriate materials, and clear expectations. The physical environment reflects that learning is integrated to support curriculum goals and student interests with opportunities for collaboration.


INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT (Continued)
6. Learning Areas

	Standard

	All students have access and use centers as an integral part of their learning process.  Learning areas in which children plan and select their activities are used on a daily basis for a major portion of each day.


7.
Variety of Strategies

	Standard

	Teacher consistently and knowledgeably uses a variety of strategies matched to individual students’ needs and learning goals such as but not limited to: peer-teaching, effective questioning, wait time, learner constructs knowledge, modeling, cooperative strategies, reflection, mental imagery, graphic organizers, mind mapping, etc. 


8.
Professional Development

	Standard

	Teacher evaluates own skills and initiates professional growth by seeking, acquiring, and applying research-based strategies.  Teacher implements and evaluates effectiveness including student and peer feedback.  Teacher is willing to take risks in order to expand and improve instructional effectiveness.
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1.
Diverse/Culturally Responsive Assessment

	Standard

	Teachers use assessments based on children’s experiences that are socially, culturally, and linguistically appropriate.


2.
Multiple Sources of Assessments

	Standard

	Children’s progress is based on multiple sources of assessment that reflect actual learning experiences in the classroom.  Assessment encourages children to participate in self-evaluation.  Assessment may include some or all of the following:

· scope and sequence of the curriculum

· observations and written records of observations

·  selected work samples

· evaluation of work samples

· interviews with students

· curriculum embedded performance evaluations

· commercially prepared paper and pencil test

· documentation of group projects and/or collaborative work

· parent teacher collaboration

· review of student records


3.
Use of Assessment to Inform Instruction

	Standard

	Assessment is used to guide curricular and instructional decisions (i.e. adapting content and/or strategies,) to affect group and individual learning and development. 


ASSESSMENT (Continued)

4.
Frequency of Assessment 

	Standard

	Assessment occurs on a continuous basis and involves regular and periodic observations of the child in a wide variety of ways that are representative of the child’s progress and development over time.


5.
Content of Assessment 

	Standard

	Assessment is developmentally appropriate and evaluates the student’s social, emotional, physical, aesthetic and cognitive development.


6
Children’s Involvement In Assessment Processes

	Standard

	Children are appropriately involved in evaluating their own work and are given opportunities to reflect on their own growth and progress through meaningful dialogue with teachers.


7.
Parent Involvement 

	Standard

	Parents and teachers collaborate in the assessment of the child’s learning progress by sharing useful, specific information about the child’s learning and development, strengths and needs.


8.
Qualitative Reporting to Parents

	Standard

	Children’s progress is shared with parents in a meaningful and appropriate way through the use of samples of children’s work and a narrative summary report.  Children’s progress over time is reported as well as children’s achievement of the standards.
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Promoting a Positive Climate for Learning 

1. Building Community

	Standard

	Students and teachers use strategies to foster a sense of community.


2. Security

	Standard

	Students have personal items from home with them during the school day.


3. Respect

	Standard

	Students and adults are treated with respect and dignity with evidence of listening to each other, acceptance of differences, taking turns, using non-judgmental statements, and being courteous to each other.


4. Student Engagement

	Standard

	Children work in small, flexible, cooperative groups or individually on short and long-term projects.  They learn with others through conversation during work and play.  teaching practices always respect children’s prior knowledge, interests, talents, and learning styles.


CARING COMMUNITY (Continued)
5. Student Choice

	Standard

	The teacher provides frequent opportunities for children to choose from among a variety of activities, materials, and equipment.


6. Student Input

	Standard

	Students always select finished products for display and portfolios.  Students participate in recording events and ideas in journals.


7. Character and Ethical Behaviors

	Standard

	Numerous opportunities for student participation in activities that enhance character development and promote ethical behaviors such as trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship are provided.  

Observable ethical student behaviors may include:

· Following established rules

· Showing empathy

· Sharing materials

· Taking care of materials and equipment

· Helping peers

· Using courteous words

· Maintaining a clean classroom environment

· Working independently

· Helping the teacher

· Supporting and accepting children with special needs

· Taking turns

· Following routines




CARING COMMUNITY (Continued)
8. Rules, Procedures, & Routines

	Standard

	Students and teachers participate in the development of classroom rules, which are stated in a positive manner and posted in the room.  Procedures and routines are established and consistently followed.


9. Class Meetings

	Standard

	Class meetings are held daily for community building and decision making.  Group action is decided through voting and/or consensus building.


10. Conflict Resolution

	Standard

	Students take ownership for their behavior without having adult reminders and by using conflict resolution strategies.

Conflict resolution may include, but is not limited to:

· Use of words to express feelings and/or resolve conflict

· Walking away from conflict

· Sharing/taking turns

· Choosing an alternative activity

· Using discussion and compromise

· Utilizing a process to resolve problems:  Generate solutions; make a plan; implement plan; and evaluate progress

· Write about the problem and generate possible solutions

· Seek help from adults and/or peers for suggestions when unable to resolve conflicts independently




11. Display of Student Products

	Standard

	All bulletin boards, charts, calendars, and posters display student work.  Students choose with teacher input the work displayed and is in various stages of work completion.
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CARING COMMUNITY (Continued)
12. Diversity and Relationships

	Standard

	Children learn how to develop constructive relationships and respect for individual and cultural differences.


13. Cross Grade Collaboration

	Standard

	Teachers and children work across and within grade levels to build a sense of shared purpose.


14. Individual needs

	Standard

	Individual needs are met as evidenced by the teacher knowing each child well and planning for individual differences, developmental levels, and learning styles.  “Invisible” support is provided in that children with special needs are unidentifiable.  Opportunities are provided for each child’s active participation in daily activities.  Support is provided to ensure all children’s needs are met 
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SCHOOL HOME PARTNERSHIP
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1. Diverse/Culturally Responsive School/Home Partnership

	Standard

	Instructional planning is maintained through continuous, two-way dialogue between school and home.  The diversity of the school and community is represented.


2. Open Communication

	Standard

	Parents are viewed as co-communicators.  Reciprocal communications among learners, families, and teachers is frequent and regular using a variety of media to express expectations, progress, and/or objectives.  Information regarding major curricular activities is provided in advance and includes the benefits to children and the link to future skills.


3. Volunteers: Family and Community Members

	Standard

	Parents are viewed as co-learners and are invited to attend inservice training.  Volunteers are involved in the learning process by introducing or reinforcing instruction.  Parent centers, child- care are available.


4. Family Involvement in Home Work

	Standard

	Parents are viewed as co-teachers.  Clear and complete information describing homework, expectations, purposes, and processes are provided in advance. Parent feedback is routinely solicited regarding relevance, time, requirements, and support for homework involvement. 


SCHOOL HOME PARTNERSHIP (Continued)

5. Community Support of School Programs 

	Standard

	Parents and community resources are viewed as co-supporters in the learning process.  A wide variety of age appropriate community programs, activities, and study trips are planned and incorporated into the curriculum on a regular basis. These experiences are designed to enable children to do direct investigation and first hand research with the assistance of parents and members of the community.


6. Community Resources Outside the school setting: Professional Relationships

	Standard

	The program links families to available community resources to support comprehensive needs of children and their families.


7. Shared Decision Making 

	Standard

	Teachers solicit and incorporate parents’ knowledge about their children into program planning.  Parents actively participate in decision-making.
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