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Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/inted.htm (University of San Diego) or or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is April 1, 2007 (No later than ten days after the start of the class as per the agreement.)

B. Course Requirements

1. Attend all sessions on both days.

2. Submit:  Choose one.

· Write a Comprehensive Care Plan for a child with abdominal, respiratory, infectious disease, or ear disorder.  Choose one system and set up a nursing care plan and a plan for a staff in-service to address the care of this child. 

· Research and write a report on your licensing state’s position on the delegation of nursing care to non-medically licensed personnel in the school setting.       

C.  Course Description 
This course is designed for school nurses to enable them to advance their school nursing skills and to keep current with the issues and related treatments in the field of school nursing in order to enhance student care.  Topics include:

1. Abdominal pain, focusing on history taking, symptom analysis, and advanced assessment techniques to help in identifying differentials for the child presenting with abdominal pain, specifically, from Appendicitis, Recurrent Abdominal Pain, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, and Inflammatory Bowel Disease as well formulate a care plan for the child presenting with abdominal pain.

2. Respiratory disorders, focusing on the subjective and objective findings of a young child presenting with respiratory disease; learning and applying advanced respiratory physical exam techniques; as well as gain more knowledge regarding common respiratory disorders and their treatment regime in the school setting.

3. Ear disorders, with emphasis on the history taking process, symptom analysis, and identifying relevant differentials for both the pediatric and adolescent client presenting with ear pain as well as formulate a plan of care including diagnostics, therapeutics, and education strategies for the child with ear pain in school.

4. Pediatric Infectious disease update, with emphasis on Influenza, Avian Flu, Bacterial Meningitis, Pertussis, and MRSA (methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus).

5. Pediatric antimicrobial therapy, focusing on the major classes of antimicrobials used to treat infections in the pediatric population and their pharmacodynamic principles and the identification of clinical situations requiring the initiation of antimicrobial therapy in the pediatric client.

6. Legal aspects of school nursing specifically relating to nursing documentation, minor’s rights to privacy, and the necessary elements of delegation. 

D.  Course Instructors

Susanne Soria 
DoDDS-Europe.  Masters Degree in Nursing and a Bachelors Degree in Psychology.  Currently serving as the elementary school nurse at the AFNORTH International School.
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