GRADUATE COURSE

GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION

Course Title:  THE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROCESS – DEVELOPING A SCHOOL PROFILE

Sponsoring Agency: 
DoDDS-Europe/ Mediterranean District /Rota Elem. School

Semester Hours: 
1.0 graduate credit

Course Dates: Sep 22, Oct. 6, Oct. 27, and Dec. 12, 2006 

Course Meeting Times:  15 contact hours to be completed during school professional development time on the above-mentioned dates (Rota ES) or alternate equivalent dates (Rota HS & Sevilla ES).

Location: DGF Elementary School & DGF High School, Rota Spain, and Sevilla Elementary School




Number of participants: 20 (potentially)


Tuition:   $55.00
Course Code: 6260G9 – Ashland University


517V – University of San Diego
Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/DoDEA.aspx (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is October 2, 2006.  

B. Course Requirements 
1. Attend and actively participate in all sessions.  

2. Read assigned readings and complete other preparations required by established school profile committees. 

3. Participants will participate in discussion groups about the value of to the school of using data to develop the school profile, findings of each study group, how the tasks of each group fit together into the school profile, and the possible next steps in developing the school improvement plan.

4. Completion of special project incorporating information and insights from participation on the school profile committees. Each participant will submit their portion of the school profile to the course facilitator and to the school improvement leadership for inclusion in the overall school profile.

The finished course project paper must be sent to Virginia Parkinson, PSC 819 Box 19, FPO AE 09645 or virginia.parkinson@eu.dodea.edu no later than Dec 8, 2006.  The paper must be typed and include a cover sheet with the course title, course number, location, dates, participant’s name and mailing address.

C.  Course Description 

This inquiry-based course focuses on selected topics and problems relevant to initiating the school improvement process (i.e., developing a school profile).  Students will participate in small discussion groups investigating an element required in the overall school profile.  Each group will present their results to the staff and lead a discussion as well as write an analysis into a form that is completely ready for importing into the school profile.  The study groups/committees are as follows:  
· Research:  This group will (1) research community needs, educational needs, DoDEA mandates, national demographics, society’s needs, jobs of the future, etc. in order to address how to meet the needs of students at the school, and (2) develop, administer, and analyze a teacher survey.  Project:  Environmental Scan and Surveys.

· Data:  Participants will disaggregate the Terra Nova 06 data into grade level totals, OPI totals, gender, ethnicity, race, grade level quartiles, trend data across years, and trend data across grade levels.  Project:  Standardized Test Data.
· Publicity:  Participants will disaggregate the Communication Arts 06 data into gender, grade level, quartiles, ethnicity, subtests, and trend data.  Project:  Standardized Test Data.

· Technology:  Participants will disaggregate and graph DRA, SRI, AP, grade reports, discipline reports, AVID, absentee reports, and suspension/expulsion data as appropriate to the school.  Project:  Local Assessment Data.

· Culture and Celebrations:  This group will list school demographics, student demographics, school structure, programs, curriculum, supports, clubs, parent partnerships, military mission, and teacher demographics.  Project:  Local Insights. 
· Staff Development:  Participants will list parent academic partnerships, NCA team visit reports, common instructional techniques, staff development opportunities, on-line courses, and staff insights.  Project:  Existing School Data and Instruction.
D.  Course Instructors/Facilitator 
      Virginia Parkinson: Special Education Teacher, Rota Elementary School.  Masters Degree in curriculum development; EdD (ABD) with emphases in early childhood education, literacy education, and staff development.   Served as a teacher in stateside & DoDDS schools for combined 23 years of teaching experience.  Additional experience in teaching at the university level with University of Houston (undergraduate) and University of San Diego and University of Maryland (DoDEA continuing education graduate courses).  Resume is attached.
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DoDDS-E Approving Official Signature for Course:____________________________ 

(Deputy Director or Education Division Chief or Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent)

Approving official will forward copies of this document to the following:


Dr. Jim Olivero (JLO0004@aol.com)


Gary Corn, Director (ashland@greatoaks.com)


Deputy Director DoDDS-Europe


Requestor
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