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Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/inted.htm(University of San Diego) or http://www3.ashland.edu/academics/education/profdev/ (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is COB December 16, 2005.

B. Course Requirements    
1.      Attend all sessions.
2.      Read all assigned readings from course instructors
3.      A course project is required:
        3-5 page "Paper" clearly describing how you would 
integrate the new literacy information learned at the conference back in your school setting. This should includes a lesson plan or therapy plan on teaching a literacy task to a small or large group of students.
The assignment should be:

        No less than three to five pages in length

        Typed with double spacing, using a word processor with letter-quality print

        12-point font size using a standard font type (i.e., Times New Roman or Arial)

        Of graduate quality with no spelling, syntax, or grammar error.

 
 

The finished course project paper must be sent to Maureen.Crouse@eu.dodea.edu by no-later-than 27 January 2006. The paper must be typed, double-spaced and include a cover sheet with the course title, course number, location, dates, participant's name and mailing address.
C. Course Description
Dr. Laura McCrary
Creating a Classroom Environment that Promotes Literacy
This session will provide a short overview of relevant research regarding the classroom environments and emergent literacy concepts.  Assessment instruments that evaluate the classroom environment will be reviewed and ideas and strategies that early childhood special education teachers can implement in their classrooms to develop a literacy-rich environment will be presented.   
 

Literacy Connections in the Classroom 
This session will review the connection between a literacy based curriculum and the classroom environment.  Ideas that promote emergent literacy related to classroom configurations, center options and circle activities would be shared.  Dialogic reading techniques will be reviewed and literacy adaptations for children with mild, moderate and severe disabilities will be discussed. 

Dr. Lucy Hart Paulson 

Let's TALK: The Role of the Speech and Language Pathologist in Literacy

Language is the basis of communication and the foundation for the development of reading and writing. Our expertise as speech and language pathologists makes our role increasingly important. This presentation will: describe the powerful connection between language and literacy; outline the foundations that are vital for the competent development of language and early literacy skills; discuss our expanding role within educational settings; and share ways of enhancing our service to the children in our care. 

Building Early Literacy and Language Skills: Critical First Steps

 Early childhood educators have a wonderful window of opportunity in helping young children acquire rich language skills needed for literacy development and social interaction. This presentation will describe the foundations of early literacy development looking at phonological processing in relationship to oral language and print development. Developmental sequences and early language indicators for literacy difficulty will be discussed. Effective early literacy and language intervention strategies and activities for young children will be shared.
D.  Course Instructors 
Dr. Laura McCrary is the Associate Director of Children's TLC Easter Seals in Kansas City, Missouri.  She is responsible for all programming for young children with disabilities including; an early intervention program, a center-based preschool program, a recreation and leisure program and several federal grants focused upon emergent literacy skills for children at risk for reading failure.  She has over 20 years of experience working with children with disabilities as both a teacher and as an administrator.   She has MS degrees in mental retardation, emotional disturbance and learning disabilities and a doctorate is in special education administration

Dr. Lucy Hart Paulson, Ed.D., CCC-SLP, has presented on early and emerging literacy for state, national, and international audiences. She is a speech and language pathologist with more than 25 years experience working with young children and their families in public school, Head Start, private, and university settings. In addition, Lucy holds a doctorate degree in education with a focus in early literacy.  Currently, Lucy manages the Western Montana RiteCare Language and Literacy Clinic at The University of Montana. She is a research faculty member in the Division of Educational Research and Service sharing responsibilities for teacher training, supervising, outreach work, and research.
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