GRADUATE CREDIT
COURSE GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION

Course Title:  

Reading Recovery® II – Early Childhood Literacy


Sponsoring Agency: 
DoDDS-Europe 

Audience: 
New Reading Recovery Teachers – Teachers must have completed the interview process and been placed in a .5 Reading Recovery position for the 05-06 school year.  Teachers must have successfully completed the Reading Recovery I – Early Childhood Literacy course.

Semester Hours: 

3.0

Course Dates: 

24 January – 30 May 2005  (54 hours of class time)

Course Meeting Times:
Every Tuesday 3:30-6:30


Location: 


Vogelweh ES or Smith ES in the Kaiserslautern District

Number of participants:
7

Tuition:


$165.00
Course Code:


6270Y3 - Ashland
Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration 
To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/inted.htm(University of San Diego) or http://www.ces.sdsu.edu/dodds.html (San Diego State University) or www.ashland.edu (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is _3 February 2006_ (No later than ten days after the start of the class as per the agreement.)

B. Course Requirements  
Teachers will:

1. Work with four students daily in Reading Recovery.

2. Collect and maintain and analyze data for each student.

3. Submit data to NDEC. (The Reading Recovery National Data Evaluation Center.)

4. Use observations and interpretations of each students’ behaviors as recorded on daily lesson records to inform instruction.

5. Attend class and participate in observations and discussions.

6. Bring students to teach behind a one-way glass as assigned.

7. Complete assigned readings from the following textbooks:

· Clay, Marie (1991). Becoming Literate:  The Construction of Inner Control.  Portsmouth, New Hampshire:  Heinemann.

· Clay, Marie (2002). An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, 2nd Edition.  Portsmouth, New Hampshire:  Heinemann.

· Clay, Marie (1993). Reading Recovery:  A Guidebook for Teachers in Training.  Portsmouth, New Hampshire:  Heinemann.

8. Videotape themselves as they teach a Reading Recovery lesson and complete an analysis of their own teaching.  The finished analysis paper along with the video must be given to Julie Wittenberg, on Tuesday 4 April 2006.

9. Submit a learning synthesis paper to Julie Wittenberg on Tuesday 30 May 2006.

C.  Course Description 
This course meets the training requirements for a teacher to become a trained Reading Recovery® teacher as outlined in the Standards and Guidelines of Reading Recovery in the United States© published by the Reading Recovery Council of North America.  The Reading Recovery course is rigorous and involves clinical practice as well as examination of theory and research.

During the first semester, the course focused on observation.  Teachers became skilled in observing and recording exactly what children do as they work at reading and writing.  Teachers learned to administer Marie Clay’s Observation Survey and to take running records of children’s oral text reading.  They made their observations more explicit in an Observation Summary that describes how a child tends to respond when reading and writing. 

On all observations, teachers were encouraged to look beyond “scores” or “competencies” in order to interpret the shades of meaning in each child’s approach to the reading and writing tasks.  They began to look for patterns in the child’s ways of processing print.  The information collected helped teachers to select students most in need of intervention and to determine the particular instructional approach needed for each child.

During the second semester of the training year, teachers concentrate on learning more about the reading process as they use procedures from the Reading Recovery guidebook with children.  They observe and interpret children’s behaviors in terms of strategic processing and they note teacher-child interactions that support children’s progress as well as those that may interfere.  The focus of the weekly class is to observe teaching demonstrations and participate in discussions with extensive use of the one-way glass.

General Goals

1. Prepare teachers to implement Reading Recovery in a school.

2. Provide teachers with knowledge of literacy acquisition.

Specific Objectives
1. Learn to implement Reading Recovery in a school building.

2. Learn to observe and interpret student’s reading and writing behaviors and use this knowledge to implement the most accelerative program for each student.

3. Demonstrate understanding of Clay’s model of the reading process and Reading Recovery.

4. Learn about data collection through NDEC in order to report and analyze results.
D.  Course Instructor 
Julie Wittenberg: 
Julie is a Reading Recovery®  Teacher Leader for the Kaiserslautern District in DoDDS-Europe.  She has a masters degree + 53 hours of advanced study in Reading/Language Arts education.  She has served as a fourth and first grade classroom teacher, Reading Recovery teacher leader and Title I Primary Program Coordinator in the Columbus Public Schools in Ohio.  She has experience in teaching at the university level with The Ohio State University and participated in early literacy research groups with Gay Su Pinnell.  She has taught many literacy classes for teachers in DoDDS.  She has been a Reading Recovery teacher since 1987 and has been training Reading Recovery teachers since 1992.  She currently serves as the Reading Recovery Teacher Leader for the Kaiserslautern District in DoDDS-Europe and continues to work with students by teaching Reading Recovery at Vogelweh ES.
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