GRADUATE COURSE

GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION

Course Title:  Assessing Reading Development in the ECE classroom

Sponsoring Agency:  DoDDS-Europe/Bavaria District/Schweinfurt ES

Semester Hours:  1.0

Course Dates:  September-November, 2006

Course Times:  To be determined and announced by the course instructor

Location:  Above listed school

Class Approval Code: 
501BS - University of San Diego

                                      
6260G1  -  Ashland University
Course Guidelines


Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/DoDEA.aspx  (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is (No later than ten days after the start of the class as per the agreement.)  A minimum of ten participants is required

A. Participants will learn to:

1. Administer a standardized method for assessing primary students’ reading development.

2. document student  progress over time

3. conduct a one-on-one reading assessment conference

4. utilize carefully selected assessment texts

5. incorporate standardized procedures and forms

6. use records of oral reading to record observable reading behaviors

B. Course Requirements-                                                        

1. Attend All Sessions-to include viewing, discussion and analysis of 4 sample reading observations, related conferences and the completion of all DRA reports and forms for each conference.

2. Conduct an independent review of the Teacher Resource Guide-to include organizing the DRA kit and all related materials in preparation for the 1st session

3. Complete Observation Guides for 4 student conferences-which include teacher directions, questions, prompts, story overviews briefly describing the events and important details for those texts selected for use, comprehension rubrics, and designated spaces in which to record observations

4. Complete Continuum with “What’s Next?  Focus for Instructions” for 4 students observations and conferences- A permanent record for each student consisting of short statements that describe a range of observable reading behaviors.  The teacher circles the statements that best describe the student as a reader, and then identifies what he or she needs to learn next.

5. Sharing and Discussion of Assessment Results-participants will bring in their completed assessments for discussion, sharing and review and provide input and reflections based on their field test experiences.

6. All 4 completed continuums from #4 will need to be sent to the course instructor.

Course Description:  This workshop will provide in-depth information and training on the use of the Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA).  Participants will be trained in how to use the DRA, a method of assessing and documenting primary students’ development as readers over time with-in literature-based instructional reading programs.  The DRA is an assessment intended for use in the ECE classroom to assess reading progress and to help guide future instruction based on the individual students need to learn, practice, or extend in order to improve as readers.

Course instructor:  Becky Balcer

B.S. in Elementary Education

M.Ed. in Elementary Education

Served as teacher both stateside and in DoDDS

DoDDS-E Approving Official Signature for Course:

Maryellen Riley, Assistant Superintendent, Bavaria District

Approving official will forward copies of this document to the following:

Dr. Jim Olivero JLO004@aol.com
Luisa Provencio lprovenc@mail.sdu.edu
Gary Corn, Director Ashland@greatoaks.com 

Deputy Director DoDDS-Europe

Evaluation will be based on the level of participation, quality of products, and application of the philosophy of the Developmental Reading Assessment.

