GRADUATE COURSE

GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION

Course Title:
Methods of Word Study and Analysis and Use of Leveled Books in Primary and Intermediate Classrooms

Sponsoring Agency:
DoDDS-Europe/Kaiserslautern District/Kaiserslautern ES 

Semester Hours: 
2.0

Course Dates:  
26 April – 31 May 2007

Course Meeting Times:  
Thursdays, 1545 – 1845



Location: 
Kaiserslautern Elementary School, room 233



Number of participants:
30


Tuition:
$110.00

Course Code:
USD - 524GA
Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://usd-online.org/studycourse.aspx  (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is ___________ (No later than ten days after the start of the class as per the agreement.)

B. Course Requirements  

Textbooks:

· Guided Reading by Fountas and Pinnel

· Interactive Writing by Fountas and Pinnel

· Word Matters by Fountas and Pinnel

· Matching Books to Readers by Fountas and Pinnel

C. Course Description:  Methods of Word Study/Spelling Buddies and Analysis of the Characteristics and Use of Leveled Books in Primary and Intermediate Classrooms

· Identifying the components of an effective word study lesson

· Creating connections among the lesson, the application activity, and the group share

· How to teach children routines that they can use independently to explore phonics and spelling principles

· Selecting and Organizing materials that support effective instruction in phonics and spelling

· Developing ways of helping children see connections between word study and other components of a language and literacy framework that include reading aloud, shared, guided and independent reading, as well as interactive and idependent writing

· Undestanding the purpose and value of clear and explicit teaching

· Planning lessons by using assessment and the word study continuum

· Implementing responding and encouraging children to discover more about how words work through Interactive Writing

· Devloping ways to help children apply their understandings while reading and writing continuous text

· Understanding the characteristics of leveled books and how to use them

· Implement the use of leveled books in a Guided Reading setting matching children to books

· Understand the taking and analysis of a running record

SELECTED READINGS FROM:

Textbooks:

· Guided Reading by Fountas and Pinnel

· Interactive Writing by Fountas and Pinnel

· Word Matters by Fountas and Pinnel

· Matching Books to Readers by Fountas and Pinnel

Various articles on Literacy.

HOMEWORK/PAPERS and CLASS PARTICIPATION:  After each segment is taught, a homework assignment will be given for the participants to try their new learning in their classrooms.  At the start of each class period, the participants will share their homework assignments with each other in a collaborative setting.  At this time, opportunities to clear up any misconceptions, questions, and problems can be done as well as reinforcements and other feedback be given.  Homework will be chosen from among the following…….

· Using the categories of Teach, Apply, Share, and Link in implementing a Word Study lesson.

· Pick which statements from the Word-Solving actions sections of the Nine Essential Areas of Learning that would be useful for planning lessons for your students.  Give your reasoning concerning your choices.

· Explain what you needed to know about your students to successfully select principles from the word study continuum.

· What would be evidence of learning by your students of the nine areas of learning ?

· Identify an area that is important for your students and use the word study continuum to select several principles that they need to learn and implement.

· Give examples from your classroom of  ‘word solving actions’ that incorporate a flexible range of strategies to solve words while reading and writing.

· Implement making connections in the classroom from the word study lessons  to the applications you provide.

· Use the assessment systems described in Chapter 10 of Word Matters to pair your students as spelling buddies.

· Use one or two lessons that would be a good context for teaching your children the routines of the Buddy Study System and implement.

· Pick a book level and write your own book that incorporates the characteristics of that level.

· Implement a lesson with a guided reading group using leveled books.

· Take a writing sample.  Share your analysis of the sample  and how you will use the analysis to plan for a mini-lesson in writing.

· Take and analyse a running record on at least five students.  Tell how you would use the analysis to plan for instruction using leveled books.

D.  Course Instructors –  Cheryl Carlson (on file).
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