GRADUATE COURSE

GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION

Course Title:  
Managing the Classroom Day and Planning for Effective Balanced Literacy Teaching



Sponsoring Agency: 
DoDDS-Europe/Kaisrslautern District/Kaiserslautern ES

Semester Hours: 
3.0

Course Dates:  
28 Sep – 30 Nov 06 (skip Thanksgiving week)

Course Meeting Times:  
Thursdays, 3:45 – 6:45 (1545-1845)

Location: 
Kaiserslautern Elementary School, room 233




Number of participants:  
40


Tuition:
$165.00

Course Code:
500UA – University of San Diego
Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://usd-online.org/studycourse.aspx  (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is ___________ (No later than ten days after the start of the class as per the agreement.)

B. Course Requirements  

Textbooks:

· Guided Reading by Fountas and Pinnel

· Interactive Writing by Fountas and Pinnel

· Word Matters by Fountas and Pinnel

· Matching Books to Readers by Fountas and Pinnel

C. Course Description 

Managing the Classroom Day and Planning for Effective Balanced Literacy Teaching

· Deloping specific teaching actions and plans that contribute to children’s productive independent work

· Creating different kinds of texts with children

· How to use space and organize materials effectively

· How to allow for varying ability levels

· How to assure success for all students

· Exploring the variety of written texts that children can read

· Exploring the ways tools (i.e. word walls) and materials support children’s independent writing and reading

· How to shift responsibility to your students

· Ways to promote student ownership of the work in the classroom

SELECTED READINGS FROM:  Various articles on Literacy, and textbooks.

Textbooks:

· Guided Reading by Fountas and Pinnel

· Interactive Writing by Fountas and Pinnel

· Word Matters by Fountas and Pinnel

· Matching Books to Readers by Fountas and Pinnel

HOMEWORK/PAPERS and CLASS PARTICIPATION

After each segment is taught, a homework assignment will be given for the participants to try their new learning in their classrooms.  At the start of each class period, the participants will share their homework assignments with each other in a collaborative setting.  At this time, opportunity to clear up any misconceptions, questions, and problems can be done as well as reinforcements and other feed back given.

· Restructure your arrival time so that it is being used more efficiently.

· Develop and do a mini-lesson in reading or writing during the first part of the school day to enable and encourage children in reading and writing more independently.

· Take a benchmark assessment of at least four students using DRA, Rigby Benchmark Books, Literacy Place Benchmark Books, or Reading A-Z Benchmark Books.  Share your analysis of the findings and how you will use these to plan for a mini-lesson in reading.

· Take a writing sample.  Share your analysis of the sample  and how you will use the analysis to plan for a mini-lesson in writing.

· Make a workboard.  Introduce and establish at least two of the centers.

· Take and analyse a running record on at least five students.  Tell how you would use the analysis to plan for instruction.

· Organise your guided reading center.

· Start and organise a  classroom library.  How are you organising the books ?  Share the specific ways  you using the library to support reading?

· Develop and explain the method you are using to plan for your Guided Reading time.

· Observe another teacher’s Guided Reading program.  Share with the class your observations.
D.  Course Instructors – Cheryl Carlson – on file.
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