GRADUATE CREDIT
COURSE GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION*

Course Title:  
Collaborating at a Distance:  Using DoDDSE.NET Communication Tools Effectively  
Sponsoring Agency: 
DoDDS-Europe/Bavaria District

Audience:                               Bavaria District/Robinson Barracks Elementary and Middle School and Garmisch American School

Semester Hours: 

3.0

Course Dates: 

January 5, 2007 to May 25, 2007

Course Meeting Times:
Distance Learning Course via BlackBoard

Location: 


Bavaria District

Number of participants:
approximately 20

Tuition:


$55.00 per credit
Course Code:  

557OG – University of San Diego





6270F7 – Ashland University
Course Guidelines

A. Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/DoDEA.aspx (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is December 1, 2006.  

B. Course Requirements –  
1. Participate weekly via BlackBoard distance learning software.  

2. Learn the skills necessary to effectively use the DoDDSE.NET student email, blogging, bulletin board, chatting, etc. tools.  

3. A course project is required and must include:

· Collaboratively develop a lesson with another participant in the course.

· Teach the lesson.  

· Share – a follow-up reflective summary will be required. 

Specific deadlines for each of these components of the course will be provided.    

C. Course Description –
DoDEA has purchased Gaggle.net for all of our students.  This comprehensive student communication platform includes email, blogging, bulletin boards, and chatting.  This course is intended to prepare teachers to effectively utilize these communication tools.  Teachers will also collaboratively develop a lesson plan with another participant of the course, teach the lesson to their students, and share with each other to discuss the pros and cons of using these forms of communication with students.  

 Week 1: Using BlackBoard Basics and Getting to Know Each Other Activities

 Week 2: DoDDSE.Net Email Basics and Interfacing with our Outlook Email System
 Week 3: Explore Existing Email Projects

 Week 4: Explore Blogging

 Week 5: Explore Discussion Boards

 Week 6: Explore Chatting

 Week 7: Issues Related to New Forms of Communications

 Week 8: Start Collaborative Projects

 Week 9: Continue Collaborative Planning

 Week 10: Continue Collaborative Planning

 Week 11: Project Plans Due – Start Teaching

 Week 12: Teach Project

 Week 13: Teach Project

 Week 14: Sharing – Q&A

 Week 15: Sharing cont’d – Wrap-up 

D.  Course Instructors – 
Kim Redmond, Educational Technologist, Robinson Barracks School

Bill Morgan, Educational Technologist, Garmisch American School

Eric Weddle, Information Specialist, Garmisch American School
DoDDS-E Approving Official Signature for Course:_____________________________ 

(Deputy Director or Education Division Chief or Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent)

Approving official will forward copies of this document to the following:


Dr. Jim Olivero (JLO0004@aol.com)


Gary Corn, Director (ashland@greatoaks.com)

Carol Czerw, Education Division Chief
Geri Tamsi (Gunther), DoDDS-E Webmaster
Kim Redmond (Kim.Redmond@eu.dodea.edu)
