GRADUATE CREDIT
COURSE GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION*

Course Title:  
Creating Common Assessments



Sponsoring Agency: 
DoDDS-Europe/Heidelberg District/Heidelberg Middle School 
Audience: 

Heidelberg District /Heidelberg Middle School

Semester Hours: 
1.0

Course Dates:
 21 December 2006– 1 March 2007 

Course Meeting Times: 21 and 22 December (8:00 -2:15), 1 grade level meeting and

 1  department level meeting in January and the same in February


Location: 

Heidelberg Middle School




Number of participants: approximately 20


Tuition:

$55.00
Course Code:  
6270W2 – Ashland 




506GL– University of San Diego


Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/DoDEA.aspx (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is 2 January 2007 (No later than ten days after the start of the class as per the agreement.)

B. Course Requirements –      
1. Attend all sessions.

2. For your discipline area, design two common assessments plus a review test for each one.  Administer all four assessments. 

3. Meet with other teachers who administered these tests and analyze the results.  

4. Write a one-page reflection paper addressing the following areas:

· What are the strengths of your assessments?

· What are the weaknesses?

· What revisions were made and why?

· How is the common assessment able to influence and strengthen instruction?

· How is the common assessment used to measure student achievement?

The finished course project of two common assessments plus one reflection paper must be sent electronically to Jennifer.Schwarz@eu.dodea.edu no-later-than 1 March 2007.  The paper must be typed and include a cover sheet with the course title, course number, location, dates, participant’s name and mailing address.

C.  Course Description – This course is designed for educators to gain experience creating Common Assessments to be used as a tool to measure student achievement and improve classroom instruction.

D.  Course Instructor– 

      Jennifer Schwarz:
DoDDS-Europe.  Masters Degree + 80 hours of advanced study in English as a Second Language, Social Science and German.  She teaches German and ESL at Heidelberg Middle School in Heidelberg, Germany, and is the CSP and Staff Development co-chair.

DoDDS-E Approving Official Signature for Course: _____________________________ 

(Deputy Director or Education Division Chief or Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent)

Approving official will forward copies of this document to the following:


Dr. Jim Olivero (JLO0004@aol.com)


Gary Corn, Director (ashland@greatoaks.com)

Carol Czerw, Education Division Chief
Geri Tamsi (Gunther), DoDDS-E Webmaster
Requestor

September 2006 Version

*Courses are for teaching professionals only and are generally limited. If the audience is not noted in the course description, please check with the instructor.



