GRADUATE CREDIT
COURSE GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION*

Course Title:  
Best Practices in Middle School Education

Sponsoring Agency: 

DoDDS-Europe/Bavaria District/Grafenwoehr MS
Audience:                               Bavaria District/Grafenwoehr MS

Semester Hours: 

1.0

Course Dates: 

December 21 & 22, 2006 through January 31, 2007

Course Meeting Times:
December 21 & 22 0800 – 1500


Location: 


Grafenwoehr Middle School

Number of participants:
10+

Tuition:


$55.00
Course Code:  

503JI - USD
Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/DoDEA.aspx (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is December 31, 2006 (No later than ten days after the start of the class as per the agreement.)

B. Course Requirements
1. Complete 16 contact hours for each credit.

2. Attend and participate in December 21 & 22 course sessions.

3. Read training manuals and handouts prepared and provided by the instructor/facilitator regarding various resources and sessions.

4. Plan and implement at least one lesson based on sessions from December 21 and December 22. 

5. A written course project is required and must include the following:

· A written lesson plan for classroom instruction addressing participant selected curriculum standards and making use of at least one of the session topics

· The finished course project paper must be completed by January 31, 2007, and given to Dolores McDowell-Schaffer at Grafenwoehr Middle School or emailed to dolores.mcdowell-schaffer@eu.dodea.edu.  The paper must be typed and include a cover sheet with the course title, course number, location, dates, participant’s name, mailing address and email address.

C.  Course Description - This course is designed for middle school educators and will introduce participants to a variety of middle school concepts and curricular elements/tools available for enhancing and supporting standards-based instruction.  Participants will attend sixteen hours of instruction on December 21st and 22nd.  They will choose from a variety of sessions that directly relate to their grade levels and curricular assignments.  This one graduate credit course includes many session topics, some of which are:

· Middle School Concepts: Teaming, Seminar, the “Tween” years, and Best Practices

· Assessments and Standards-Based Performance Tasks

· Why Inclusion and Curricular Modifications for Special Needs Students

· Technology Integration – Using DoDDSE.net

· Technology Integration – Using Rubistar and Online Resources for Creating Rubrics

· Technology Integration – Class Web Pages

· Interventions in Language Arts that Work Across the Curriculum

· Technology Integration – Use of COWS with Math and Science

D.  Course Instructor 

Dolores McDowell-Schaffer

· Educational Technologist at Grafenwöhr Middle School

· B.S. and Masters Degree + 65 Graduate Hours in technology, mathematics, science, language arts and gifted education

· Served as a teacher in both stateside and DoDDS schools

· Experienced in teaching at the university level with the University of Maryland, the University of San Diego, and San Diego State University

DoDDS-E Approving Official Signature for Course:_____________________________ 

(Deputy Director or Education Division Chief or Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent)

Approving official will forward copies of this document to the following:


Dr. Jim Olivero (JLO0004@aol.com)


Gary Corn, Director (ashland@greatoaks.com)

Carol Czerw, Education Division Chief
Geri Tamsi (Gunther), DoDDS-E Webmaster
Dolores McDowell-Schaffer, Grafenwoehr Middle School ET

September 2006 Version

*Courses are for teaching professionals only and are generally limited. If the audience is not noted in the course description, please check with the instructor.



