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Course Guidelines

A.  Course Registration – To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at http://www.usd-online.org/DoDEA.aspx (University of San Diego) or http://www.ashland.edu/pds/sp-offerings.php (Ashland University).  The registration deadline is COB May 28, 2006.

B. Course Requirements    
1.      Attend all sessions.
2.      Read all assigned readings from course instructors

3. A course project is required: 5 page "Paper" on the following assignment: 

· One page summary of the 3 day training as it relates to your personal work setting 

PLUS

· Use of select measures to detect early problems in temperament and self-regulatory behavior and an appropriate assessment report (4 pages) 

OR

· Understanding of the “authentic assessment alternative” as a solution to the mismeasure of young children and an appropriate assessment report (4 pages) 
OR

· Application of 8 standards for selecting and using the authentic assessment measures and professional "best practices" in early childhood assessment action for a student and an appropriate assessment report (4 pages)

OR

· Application of guide points for implementing authentic assessment in action for a student and an appropriate assessment report (4 pages)

The assignment should be:

· No less than five pages in length

· Typed with double spacing, using a word processor with letter-quality print

· 12-point font size using a standard font type (i.e., Times New Roman or Arial)

· Of graduate quality with no spelling, syntax, or grammar errors.

 

The finished course paper must be sent to Maureen.Crouse@eu.dodea.edu no-later-than 16 June 2006. The paper must be typed, double-spaced and include a cover sheet with the course title, course number, location, dates, participant's name and mailing address.
C. Course Description
This three-day course will cover the "authentic assessment alternative" to the mismeasure of young children.  The 3-day leadership education course will cover the following topics that ensure the link between assessment, intervention, and evaluation in early childhood.

1. The MisMeasure of Young Children:  The Authentic Alternative for Assessment and Progress Evaluation in Early Childhood Intervention

2. Overview of Exemplary Authentic Curriculum-based Assessment Measures

3. Assessment of Temperament and Self-Regulatory Behavior In Young Children

4. Behavioral Support in Early Childhood Programs

5. Measuring Child Outcomes and Program Impact in Early Childhood Intervention

Participants in the 3-day leadership education course will gain the following knowledge and skills:

· Recognition of the limitations of conventional tests and testing practices for young children with disabilities

· Understanding of the “authentic assessment alternative” as a solution to the mismeasure of young children

· Understanding of the unique purposes for assessment in early childhood intervention

· Application of 8 standards for selecting and us of authentic assessment measures and professional "best practices" in early childhood assessment

· Process and methods for authentic assessment; 

· Application of guide points for implementing authentic assessment in action. 

· Application of an alternative model for classifying early childhood behavior problems

· Use of select measures to detect early problems in temperament and self-regulatory behavior

· Understanding of developmentally-appropriate models of providing behavioral support in early childhood intervention programs

· Understanding and use of various strategies for monitoring and documenting child progress and program impact in early childhood intervention

D.  Course Instructors 
Janell Smith-Jones has a Ph.D., Educational Psychology, University of Pittsburgh, 

Pittsburgh, PA   in 1992.  Her Specialty Area was Developmental Psychology and Subspecialty Area: Educational Research, M.A., Educational Psychology, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, 1986, Specialty Area: Developmental Psychology, B.A., Psychology, Fairleigh Dickinson University, Rutherford, NJ, 1978

She is also a Research Psychologist – Early Childhood Partnerships, Children’s Hospital Pittsburgh & University Community Leaders and Individuals with Disabilities (UCLID) at the University of Pittsburgh   from 2001 - Present

As a senior research manager she is responsible for coordinating research activities (developing & conducting trainings with community partners, supervision of data collection, analysis and interpretation), writing of reports and articles, collaborating on research designs and development of assessment instruments and procedures, and supervision and mentoring of student activities. She was also a Coordinator of Child Research - Early Childhood Partnerships, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh & University Community Leaders and Individuals with Disabilities (UCLID) at the University of Pittsburgh from 1997 – 2001.  As a Strand Coordinator she was responsible for developing and monitoring evaluation procedures related to child and family outcome assessments in longitudinal research projects.  Responsibilities included development and refinement of training and assessment materials and procedures, coordination of data collection, staff training, report writing, and community evaluation liaison

Dr. Ernie Dettore is presently a Program Manager for Early Childhood Partnerships at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh and the UCLID Center at the University of Pittsburgh.  Ernie is also a Keystone STARS TA Consultant and a TQAS-Certified Trainer for PA Pathways.  He has most recently served as the Co-Director of the Early Childhood Initiative Demonstration Project at the University of Pittsburgh’s Office of Child Development.  

In his 30+ years of experience in the field of early childhood care and education, Dr. Dettore has served as the Coordinator of Early Childhood Education Programs at Duquesne University, as an Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education and a Model Instructor in the Miller Research Learning Center’s Lab School at Edinboro University, as the owner/operator of Dettore’s Day Care in Edgewood, as a head teacher in the Turtle Creek Valley Day Care Project, as a health services coordinator with Allegheny County Head Start and as a public health educator in the Maternal and Child Health Division of the Allegheny County Health Department.  Ernie is currently on the Education Advisory Board of the Pittsburgh Children’s Museum. He has published several articles in professional journals on managing superhero play, classroom management, integrated curriculum, and multicultural education.  He is currently co-editing a book project for ACEI on the value of children’s play entitled: “To Play or Not to Play: Is It Really a Question?”
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